Badger damage to crops is "of little economic consequence", reminds Badger
Trust

The Badger Trust today flatly rejected claims in a new report that
"reducing badger damage to crops is a priority" [1].

The claim is made by researchers from the University of Oxford's
Wildlife Conservation Research Unit, using data from a report [2]
published by researchers for the badger-hostile Ministry of
Agriculture in 1999.

Using the 1999 report as evidence, Oxford's researchers claim that
badgers "make a significant contribution to farmers’ losses of
cereals such as wheat, barley, oats, and maize". They then go on to
recommend that a "full-scale field trial" of aversion therapy to
discourage badgers from eating cereals "would be worthwhile". This
trial would extend a project which the University's researchers have
recently concluded.

David Williams, chairman of the Badger Trust, commented:
"Unfortunately, whatever the authors' intention, the damage caused by
badgers appears to have been exaggerated.

"The 1999 report actually concluded that badger damage to crops 'was
of little economic consequence to individual land owners/occupiers',
which is precisely why this long ago stopped being a research

priority for the Government.

"Moreover, the Central Science Laboratory has shown that a low cost,
six volt electric fence will keep badgers out of crops. So, even for

the handful of cases where badger damage might verge on the
significant, a solution already exists.
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